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Director's Note

I am delighted to share with you this collaborative inaugural staging of The
Sacrifice of Farinelli. The devising period has been a joy, with the piece evolving
into a commentary on the nature of narcissism, identity, societal oppression, all
explored through Riccardo's drive for artistic transcendence at whatever price. |
am taking a large amount of dramatic license with real characters from history,
interpreting for dramatic effect and metaphysical import.

At Subverse Theatre, we are deliberately experimenting with form, techniques,
varying conventions, styles and genres in a celebration of the creative process.
This might be set in the 1700s but the idea is the baroque is seen for what it is,
the origin of much of our culture today. In this we find a beautiful lens through

which to interpret contemporary life and our universal search for meaning.

My ultimate goal in tackling the unenviable
overwhelm of writing, directing and designing
music, is to create a vessel through which I can
hand over to directors, composers, opera singers,
actors, designers and creatives from all fields,
technological and audio-visual, to be abl
their creativity into telling a universal st
balancing obsessions for art with self-a

and self-acceptance.

I hope the incredible passion and care fro
the company is apparent, and you see the tir
effort from independent, mostly early—c%rger
who banded together behind a vision of takin
creative risks, sharing vulnerably and openi

’-

audiences with courage and optimism. |



History - fact vs fiction

This show is taking dramatic license to strengthen
the metaphorical weight of powertul symbols.
However, the piece mirrors much of real history
such as:

« Carlo (Farinelli) did retire at the height of his
career and never sung in public again.

o Teresa (Castellini) was rumoured to be the love
of Carlo's life.

« Marriage for castrati was not allowed as the
church deemed marriage sacred and had to yield
children.

« Maestro Porpora was a leading teacher in the
conservatory system in Naples.

« He did develop the Farinelli breathing exercise
that gave the castrati such incredibly long
phrasing.

« Salvatore Broschi was actually a devoted servant

of music, being Cappelmaestro of Andria.



History - contd.

At the time of Carlo’s castration, Riccardo was
of the age to be more included in the running ot
the family.

o Italian familes did invent ludicrous excuses for
how their sons were castrated.

. Castrations were performed by farmers and
barbers in the village.

o There was one family that did castrate all seven
of their boys.

 Altered hormones from castration did wreak
havoc on the health of the castrati,
compounding into old age.

« Maestro Porpora did end up in poverty in his

later years.



Riccardo Broschi Maestro (Nicollo)

Porpora

Wi 15 i
Carlo Broschi /

Farinelli

Teresa Castellini



Where Next?

« Development of scripting,
opera moments and show
design with new
collaborators.

. Looking for ongoing
workshopping space.

« Seeking musicology,
dramaturgy, opera singers

and new cast and crew.

Producers, patrons, supporters of all kinda are

encouraged to express Interest In partnering.




JOIN US
(Free) Inside Theatre-making
Workshop:

w/ The Sacrifice of Farinelli

LAy 2
25th August 2026,

Bluestone Church Arts Space,
Footscray, 6-8pm
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Costuming by Ella Barret and Asha Robinson

Yvonne Martin as the Countess (left) and

lsa Caruso as Teresa



FFrancesca Michelis as ‘the Violinist’
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Jesse Vasiliadis is a Naarm-based actor, versatile performer, and recent
graduate of the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA).
His WAAPA credits include Much Ado About Nothing (Claudio),
Fatherland (Alan, dir. Shane Anthony), and Wise Children (Imogen
Hazard, Barnum, and Ensemble, dir. Adam Mitchell).

Having spent many years in Melbourne's amateur music theatre scene,
with productions including Singin' in the Rain (Ensemble, Babirra), Miss
Saigon (Ensemble, OSMaD). and We Will Rock You (Galileo, SLAMS), his

recent credits include Mamma Mia! (Sky, AG Theatre), Last Sunday in

June (Scott, Firerock Productions), The Sounds of Motown (Singer/Dancer,
dir. Matt Hetherington and Bert LaBonté), All ['m Saying (Various

Characters, La Mama), and My Brother Ben/Thoroughly Disenchanted

(Narrator, Bolinda Audiobooks). He is often praised for his "grounded
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sincerity," "charm," and "infectious energy."

Elsa Caruso (she/her) is a Melbourne-based writer and actor
currently training at 16th Street Actors Studio. Her stage credits
include Hermia and Helena in A Midsummer Night’s Dream,
Kathleen in Night Duty, Mary in Star of Wormwood, Danielle in Mr.
Inkleigh, Lysistrata in Lysistrata, and Lloyd Dallas in Noises Off.
As both a performer and writer, Elsa is passionate about telling
original stories and reimagining classic ones, with a particular focus
on developing and staging her

own work.

Luca McKenzie is a bilingual Australian—born, French actor and
graduate of the prestigious Cours Florent in Paris. In 2025, Luca
relocated to Melbourne to further his acting career working
professionally in film and TV and immersing himself in the city's
vibrant creative community. Alongside working across stage and
screen productions, he actively participates in acting and writing
workshops, continually refining his craft while collaborating with

fellow artists.



Francesca Michelis is an Italian musician and actor. In her home
country, she has gained experience as a violin and viola performer in
various settings, ranging from classical and opera to contemporary
music and tv shows (Stramorgan, Il treno dei bambini).

After moving to Melbourne in 2024, she has performed with various
local ensembles and orchestras, including the Melbourne Chamber
Orchestra, Melbourne Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Silo String
Quartet and the “Symphonic Cinema Presents” Orchestra. Additionally,
she has performed alongside world-renowned artists Andrea Bocelli and

Sigur Ros.

Evangelos Arabatzis is a second-generation Greek-Australian theatre &
film-maker based in Melbourne, with a Master's Degree in Film &
Television from the Victorian College of the Arts. He has worked
extensively as an actor, writer, director and teacher in theatre, film and
television in Australia, New York and Athens.

He has recently carved out his own solo performance style- an
improvised mixture of stand-up, philosophy and absurdist confessions
set to an ever-evolving light and sound show. Ange’s other recent theatre
performances include: The Audition (LLa Mama Courthouse, Bowery
Theatre, Bunjil Place), War Cry (Motley Bauhaus), Velika (LLa Mama),

and an encore season of the immensely popular Zorba’s Last Dance.

Mathew Da Via is an ltalian-Australian actor based in Melbourne,
working across film, theatre and streaming. He specialises in morally
complex, authoritative men. The detective who operates in the grey
zone, the father who protects by any means, the antagonist whose
intentions you can never quite read. His lead credits include Source
Artemis, The Study of Dr Cavaglieri and The Abandoned, alongside
stage work at The Butterfly Club, La Mama and Peridot Theatre. He
received the People's Choice Award at the Lorne Film Festival for the
short film Drop. Before stepping in front of the camera, Mathew spent
over a decade behind it as an AD, Line Producer and Casting Director
across numerous productions. Mathew is available for projects across
Australia and Europe with no visa restrictions in either territory.



Yvonne trained at Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts in London,

where she received a full scholarship.

Her theatre highlights include Marg Darcy in “The Les Darcy Show” — MC
Showroom, Delio in “The Duchess of Malfi” — The Meatmarket, ‘Brick” - The
Burrow, Melbourne; the Nurse in ‘Romeo and Juliet” - The Pleasence,
London; Francis in ‘Bud Take the Wheel I Feel a Song Coming On’ The
Underbelly, Edinburgh and regularly performs with Impro Melbourne.
Yvonne’s writing credits include ‘Brick” at The Burrow and ‘Grass” at The

Butterfly Club.

Dynamic. Erudite. Mesmerising.
These are just three of the words that Marlon knows how to spell. From his
first break at age 5, acting alongside legend Hayley Mills, He's been seeking
roles that excite, fulfil, and above all, give a paycheck. Whether it's voicing
video games and animation, performing live shows to thousands at Universal
Studios, or appearing in Indie films, he aims to give a mathematically
improbable 110%. This marks his first of hopefully many appearances in a
Subverse Theatre production.

Carla Maggio De Leo is a creative and multidisciplinary artist with a love for
performance, music and storytelling. Having been described as a performer
that “excels in drama and comedy’, she loves to lean into the quirks and
eccentricities of the characters she portrays. Credits include a supporting lead
role in “The Semi Clean Slate’, which toured interstate to Adelaide Fringe
2024 following a local run, where Carla played multiple contrasting
characters. Also a creative freelancer, Carla has held many jobs across the arts
industry but particularly loves singing, writing, acting, both for film and
theatre and has worked in leadership roles as a producer and production
manager. Carla believes you can connect with anyone with the right story and
is specifically motivated to tell stories that celebrate and give power to women

and queer voices.

Tristan is a multidisciplinary actor, musician, and theatre-maker. He is
passionate about exploring relationship dynamics and emotional journeys
while on stage. Tristan’s stage credits include King Arthur in UMMTA’s
‘Spamalot,” The Father in FRINGE’s ‘Changeling,” and Ensemble in 16th
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Company’s "Miss Julie.” Amongst a wealth of other stage productions and
musicals, Tristan has begun exploring production interests within the arts! He
believes that creative arts are integral to recognising our own gaps in society,

enabling us to bridge them.



The Music

Recorded and live music selections such as:

« Bach, Concerto No.5 in F Minor, 1056:11
Largo

« Bach, Concerto D minor, BWV 974: 11.
Adagio

« Vivaldi, RV 608: IV, Nisi Dominus Cum
Dederit

« Vivaldi, Four Seasons, Summer, Spring,
Winter

« Handel, "Ombra mai fu." Serse, HWV 40

« Vivaldi, Gloria R:589 Et In Terra Pax

Live and recorded violin is used
along with digital string
instruments to create the sound

of realistic strings.

A replica shell of a Dutch ==
Ruckers harpsichord was /
procured from an artisan

harpsichord maker.



Creative Team

Stuart Bruce is a playwright, director and musician dedicated to
creating ambitious, collaborative productions that showcase
Melbourne's exceptional creative talent. His practice is grounded in the
Meisner Technique, having trained in Australia, New York and London.
Stuart has performed in more than 20 productions, most notably as
Pink in in Pink Floyd's The Wall and Hamlet in Hamlet, the latter
touring to London and Stratford-upon-Avon. Musically, he has
composed for a show at the Edinburgh Fringe and performed a blues
set for Peter Green's Fleetwood Mac Anniversary Concert at the
legendary Chess Records in Chicago.

Sacrifice of Farinelli marks Stuart's debut as a playwright and director.

Carlotta Migliolo is an Italian multidisciplinary artist based in
Melbourne whose work spans theatre, film, television and voice-over.
As an actress, writer, producer and creative collaborator, she is
passionate about telling stories that connect people across cultures
and experiences. Her original works include the bilingual play Pane
di Casa, A Taste of Home and Loose News, a 27-show comedy season
at The Butterfly Club.

Alongside her performance career, she has worked behind the scenes
across stage and screen in producing, production and creative

support roles, and has collaborated with organisations including

CO.AS.IT., La Mama Theatre and The Butterfly Club.

Lily Infantino is a Melbourne-based performer of Sicilian heritage.
Lily graduated with a Bachelor of Music Theatre and Acting from
Federation University Arts Academy (2024), where she performed in
Crush (dir. Beng Oh), The Spirit Level (dir. Angela Campbell) and
The Caucasian Chalk Circle (dir. James Wardlaw). Lily and her
cohort worked alongside writer Emma Hall to create the self-devised
piece After Joanne (dir. Angela Campbell). Since graduating Lily has
performed in The Persona Collective’s 2025 and 2026 seasons of
Beasts. The Sacrifice of Farinelli is Lily’s first experience co-assistant

directing.



Stephanie is an accomplished choreographer with more than 20 years
experience, recently directing movement for the original Australian musical,
Double Homicide at The Manchester, Manchester and Haberdashery
Factory Outlet (Fab Nobs Theatre). Her other theatre credits include
choreographing Mama'’s Boys, Little Shop of Horrors and Urinetown as well
as appearances on-stage in Mamma Mia, Singin” in the Rain and Chess. She
is also a collaborating artist and Associate Producer with independent

theatre company, Citizen Theatre.

Amelia is an emerging performer and creative from Melbourne who is also a
qualified personal trainer. She has her finger in many pies both on and off
stage with notable theatre credits including critically acclaimed, Blackpill at
Theatreworks, Gina Rivers in The Jury Experience-Melbourne, Poppy in Op
Shop Till You Drop, Peter Quince (& Music Director) in A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Vinegar Tom (Music Director/Composer), Contest
(Movement Director) as well as Sarah in What To Do When You Kill Your
Co-Star. Offstage Amelia is an avid songwriter and most recently debuted
her first solo cabaret “Love Letter to Heephah™ at the Melbourne

International Comedy Festival!

Ella Barrett is an emerging costume designer and maker. In 2025 Ella
graduated from the Victorian Collage of the Arts with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
(Production). Alongside her studies she designed numerous successful
productions. Highlights include her role as Associate Costume Designer on
the VCA’s “Curtains” (2024), and Costume Design for Uni Melb Music
Theatre Association’s “Shrek” (2026) and “Into The Woods™ (2025), and
Melbourne University Shakespeare Company’s “Othello” (2025) and “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream™ (2025). In 2026 Ella is excited to be part of the
creation of independent original works, with The Sacrifice of Farinelli and

other upcoming projects.

Asha is an emerging Melbourne/Naarm based Costume Designer and
Costumier, who recently graduated from The Victorian College of the Arts
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Production). She was awarded the ADPG
Emerging Designer Award 2025. Influenced by her early years onstage as a
performer, Asha is passionate about how design can captivate and immerse
an audience and in materialising the intangible.



Through the Sacrifice of Farinelli, Evelyn made my debut as a
Prop Manager. She has loved bringing creativity to life for as
long as she can remember. From previous high school
productions to crafting with crochet, clay, and paint in her
spare time. This production has been a perfect mesh of her

passion for making things by hand and her love for theatre.

Tim is an experienced set builder and designer who has
worked in scenic construction across independent,
professional and commercial film, theatre and festivals,
building sets for shows such as Ellis Finnie’s Fairytalers and
the film Sons of the Moon, as well as working for AG
Theatre’s Mamma Mia, Yourshow’s The Hollowbrook
Experience and the 2026 MICF special events sets. He is
excited to be taking on the role of Head of Staging for The
Sacrifice of FFarinelli. In his spare time Tim enjoys taxonomy

and building sets.

Publicity: Eleanor Howlett (Sassy Red PR)
Photography: Lauren Marr and Barbara Vood

Videography: Mau Tissera

Intimacy Goordinator: Eliza Grundy

Soprano: Amanda Hargreaves

Counter-tenor: Stuart Bruce



Tech and Stage Team

Ronin is a 2025 graduate from Deakin University’s theatre programme,
and an emerging theatre technician and lighting designer. Alongside his
practice as a designer and technician, he is a performer and

photographer.

Recent design credits include The Self Possessed and Asexual Fantasies
and Hopeless Aromatics (Midsumma, 2026), Penumbra, In Line and
Clean Up Your Mess as part of Deakin Theatre’s Fault Lines (2025), In
Ronin Green Motion (Deakin Dance, 2025), and Honey, I'm Home! (Altered

LIGHTING AND SOUND Visions!, 2025)
TECHNICIAN

Elyas is an experienced sound technician and emerging sound
designer based in Naarm/Melbourne. They completed a Certificate
IV in Music(Sound Production) at Melbourne PolyTechnic in 2024.

Some recent credits include Sound Technician on ‘Aladdin Jr’

(Perform X, 2026) and ‘High School Musical” (JMC, 2026) and

Radio Technician on ‘Mamma Mia’ (AG Theatre, 2026) and Once
(AG Theatre, 2020). As well as this, they also produce audio for film
Elyas Osborne and media with a special interest in recording foley and blending

(They/them) synthetic and natural sounds.
SOUND TECHNICIAN

Stage Manager: Jenni Nguyen
Front-of-House Manager: Kaden Ramm
Troy Rainbow - Technical Consultant

Stuart Bruce - Conceptual Design



Daniel Annakis began his career as an Audio Technician and has spent
more than a decade working across musical theatre, live music and
large-scale event production. Over that time, he has worked on a wide
range of productions, from small theatre projects through to
technically complex shows involving large radio microphone systems

and live orchestras.

His work has since expanded beyond audio into lighting, technical
design and production management. Daniel now works as a Technical
Designer and Audio Visual Production Manager, overseeing the
Daniel Annakis technical delivery of theatre, concerts and live events through Xenon

TECHNICAL DESIGNER )
Productions.

Ed Wilding is an emerging lighting designer and technician who
has predominantly worked on student theatre shows with
companies such as Redacts and University of Melbourne’s Musical
Theatre Association, and events such as the Melbourne
international comedy and fringe festivals. He is thrilled to be
working on The Sacrifice of Farinelli as it has presented
opportunities for experimentation with light that many of his other
works have not.

Ed Wilding
LIGHTING TECHNICIAN



THEATRE

Subverse Theatre is a Melbourne-based
independent theatre company dedicated
to staging original, thought-provoking
works that bridge historical fiction with
modern socio-political realities. Known
for their bold, genre-blending
productions—such as merging baroque
classical music with modern electronic
elements to connect contemporary culture
with its origins in the enlightenment.
Subverse Theatre actively champions
local artists to experiment and cultivate

deep cultural exchange.
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Connect with us:

We would love to hear from you.

For any and all questions please reach out.

Stuart Bruce - Writer/Director

admin@subversetheatre.net

0413 331 939

Instagram

‘ Faceboolf |
j |

Youtube

LY

THEATRE

www.subversetheatre.net



https://www.facebook.com/subversetheatre%20
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFKgMaPi_TuWeGqVAoDvaEg

This show is dedicated to the loving
memory of Robert and Nicola Bruce
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